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Poison Flower. Yeats was much inter-
ested in these plays and their perform-
ance, particularly in the Idyll> a poetical
pastoral play, which he had persuaded
Todhunter to write for performance in the
little red brick theatre in Bedford Park.
The play was a great success, and Yeats
wrote of its triumph in both The Journal
and The Pilot. The next year the play
was put on at the Vaudeville, one of the
big Strand theatres, and for this occasion
Todhunter wrote to precede the Idyll
another poetic play, tfhe Poison Flower,,
founded on Hawthorne's Rappaccini's
Daughter. Yeats also wrote of these per-
formances for both papers.

George Moore has described Yeats's
original idea of a theatre (he is writing of
the Yeats of 1899) as "a little mist, some
fairies, and a psaltery/' That is very
witty, and as true as raillery can ever be.
Those were Yeats's foibles, and he knew
as little as Ole Bull about the actual busi-
ness of conducting a theatre: both were
Don Quixotes charging the technical dif-
ficulties of theatrical enterprise, one with
a fiddle bow, the other with a psaltery.